Large right atrial thrombus with pulmonary embolism.
We present the cases of two patients, aged 67 and 77 years, who were admitted for the evaluation of rapidly progressive dyspnea and syncope, respectively. Both patients developed large right atrial thrombi with pulmonary embolism. The first patient received recombinant tissue plasminogen activator and survived with an uneventful result, whereas the second patient received operative thrombectomy followed by intravenous heparin and died 15 days later of pulmonary infarction with pulseless electrical activity. Data from these limited experiences suggest that thrombolytic therapy might be considered in patients with right heart thrombi with pulmonary embolism.